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Both, he insisted, had the same Author, the same spirit, the same end; Christianity adopted man's body, mind, and soul at the exact point at which organic evolution had brought them, and then carried on the building by the gradual spiritual process which was putting the finishing touches on the ascent of man.
The chief credit for reconciling theism and evolution and for popularizing the results belongs to John Fiske. From the time when this young philosopher delivered his Harvard lectures on evolution in 1869, until his death, he spared no pains in trying to convince his countrymen that evolution was immanent in the plan of the universe, that it was God's way of achieving His divine purposes. Fiske's Outlines of Cosmic Philosophy (1874), in which he advanced these views, went through sixteen editions. His even more pointed and popular later books put him in the front rank of the reconcilers of faith and science. In these he made natural law clearly purposive, man's spiritual evolution the unquestioned goal of all development past and present, and the cosmos itself theistic. The Reverend Lyman Abbott, Beecher's successor, rendered Fiske's somewhat roseate interpretation of evolution even more fashionable.
In their own ways other scholars helped to accommodate ^Christian thought to the doctrine of evolution. By showing that Christianity's stubborn opposition throughout history to every scientific innovation had on the whole been futile, John William Draper and Andrew D. White took much ground from under the feet of those who fought Darwinism. The Cornell president's History of the Warfare of Science vnth Theology in Christendom (1896) was widely read and no doubt convinced many critics of evolution that continued opposition would be not only useless in the long run but actually harmful to organized Christianity. Yet in spite of the growing acceptance among liberal Christians of the Darwinian teachings, many, especially in rural areas, resolutely refused to have any traffic with the new doctrines. Even in the twentieth century four or five states tried by law to prohibit the teaching of evolution as established truth in public schools and colleges. As late as 1925 William Jennings Bryan attracted world-wide attention in a trial of a teacher at Dayton, Tennessee, by upholding the Scriptural account of creation. But this was a back eddy in the mainstream.
The reconciliation of evolution and religion was not, of course, the only factor in the victory of Darwinism. Certain able champions of evolution defended it without any reference at all to the necessity or